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PLEASE PASS KERRY ST. JOHNSTON/PICA FROM ERLAND HEGINBOTHAM 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EGEN, ETRD, TN 

SUBJECT: ASSISTANCE TO TONGA EXPORT SECTOR 

1 . THE DEPARTMENT AND AID HAVE REVIEW YOUR CABLE OF AUG.29 
CONCERNING PICA ASSISTANCE TO TONGA WITH GREAT INTEREST. 

AS YOU KNOW. THERE IS A PRESSING NEED FOR TONGA TO 
INCREASE ITS EXPORTS. MARKETING TONGAN PRODUCE AND 
HANDICRAFTS IN HAWAII WOULD DO THIS AS WELL AS BRING MORE 
TONGANS INTO THE MONEY SECTOR OF THE ECONOMY. 

2. AID IS CURRENTLY REVIEWING SEVERAL ASSISTANCE PROPOSALS 
TO THE AREA AND BELIEVES BOTH FROM A FINANCIAL AND 
NUMERICAL STANCE, IT CANNOT TAKE ON ANYTHING MORE. GIVEN 
PICA'S INTEREST IN THIS MATTER, WOULD PICA BE WILLING 

TO CONSIDER MOVING FOWARD ON THE TONGAN EXPORT PROPOSAL 
WITHOUT AID FUNDING? 
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3. I HOPE WE CAN DISCUSS THIS FURTHER WHEN I MEET WITH 
YOU IN SINGAPORE ON SEPTEMBER 20. CHRISTOPHER 
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